
Dust Bowl Migrants in the American Imagination
(Rural America)

Charles J. Shindo

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0700608109
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0700608109
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0700608109


Dust Bowl Migrants in the American Imagination (Rural
America)

Charles J. Shindo

Dust Bowl Migrants in the American Imagination (Rural America) Charles J. Shindo
More than any other event of the 1930s, the migration of thousands of jobless and dispossessed Americans
from the Dust Bowl states to the "promised land" of California evokes the hardships and despair of the Great
Depression. In this innovative new study, Charles Shindo shows how the public memory of that migration
has been dominated not by academic historians but by a handful of artists and would-be reformers.

Shindo examines the images of Dust Bowl migrants in photography, fiction, film, and song and marks off the
various distances between these representations and the realities of migrant lives. He shows how
photographer Dorothea Lange, novelist John Steinbeck, Hollywood filmmaker John Ford, and folksinger
Woody Guthrie, as well as folklorists and government reformers, sympathized with the migrants' plight but
also appropriated that experience to further their own aesthetic and ideological agendas.

The haunted look of Lange's "Migrant Mother" and other photos, the powerful story of the Joad family in
Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath, Ford's poetic cinematic adaptation of that novel, and the gritty plainfolk
lyrics of Guthrie's Dust Bowl Ballads have all combined to portray the migrants as the quintessential victims
of the Great Depression. Shindo, however, contends that these artists failed to fully grasp the realities of
"Okie" culture and seemed far more concerned with promoting views and agendas that the migrants
themselves might have found inaccurate or unappealing.

Shindo's study shows us how art can dominate history in the popular mind and illuminates the ways in which
artists blend aesthetics and politics to make a personal statement about the human condition. His book not
only increases our understanding of a tragic era in American history but also expands the scope of current
histories of the American West to include cultural representations and their importance.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Palmer:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Dust Bowl Migrants in the American
Imagination (Rural America) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book
or suited book with you?

Leon Moses:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Dust Bowl Migrants in
the American Imagination (Rural America) to read.

Kathi Adamo:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Dust Bowl Migrants
in the American Imagination (Rural America) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's find.

Pearl Dyson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but novel and Dust Bowl Migrants in the American Imagination (Rural
America) or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book
likes Dust Bowl Migrants in the American Imagination (Rural America) to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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