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An analysis of the Leo Frank case as a measure of the complexities characterizing the relationship between
African Americans and Jews in America

In 1915 Leo Frank, a Northern Jew, was lynched in Georgia. He had been convicted of the murder of Mary
Phagan, a young white woman who worked in the Atlanta pencil factory managed by Frank. In a tumultuous
trial in 1913 Frank's main accuser was Jim Conley, an African American employee in the factory. Was Frank
guilty?

In our time a martyr's aura falls over Frank as a victim of religious and regional bigotry. The unending
controversy has inspired debates, movies, books, songs, and theatrical productions. Among the creative
works focused on the case are a ballad by Fiddlin' John Carson, David Mamet's novel The Old Religion in
1997, and Alfred Uhry and Jason Robert Brown's musical Parade in 1998.

Indeed, the Frank case has become a touchstone in the history of black-Jewish cultural relations. How- ever,
for too long the trial has been oversimplified as the moment when Jews recognized their vulnerability in
America and began to make common cause with African Americans.

This study has a different tale to tell. It casts off old political and cultural baggage in order to assess the
cultural context of Frank's trial, and to examine the stress placed on the relationship of African Americans
and Jews by it. The interpretation offered here is based on deep archival research, analyses of the court
records, and study of various artistic creations inspired by the case. It suggests that the case should be
understood as providing conclusive early evidence of the deep mutual distrust between African Americans
and Jews, a distrust that has been skillfully and cynically manipulated by powerful white people.

Black-Jewish Relations on Trial is concerned less with what actually happened in the National Pencil
Company factory than with how Frank's trial, conviction, and lynching have been used as an occasion to
explore black-Jewish relations and the New South. Just as with the O. J. Simpson trial, the Frank trial
requires that Americans make a profound examination of their essential beliefs about race, sexuality, and
power.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Winn:

Here thing why this specific Black-Jewish Relations on Trial: Leo Frank and Jim Conley in the New South
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the
content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Black-Jewish Relations on Trial: Leo Frank and
Jim Conley in the New South giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no e-book that similar with Black-Jewish Relations on Trial: Leo Frank and Jim Conley in
the New South. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of Black-Jewish Relations on Trial: Leo Frank and Jim Conley in the New South in e-book
can be your choice.

Toni Bays:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Black-Jewish Relations on Trial: Leo Frank and Jim Conley in the New South book
is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
regarding Black-Jewish Relations on Trial: Leo Frank and Jim Conley in the New South content conveys
thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but
it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Black-Jewish Relations on Trial: Leo Frank and Jim
Conley in the New South is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Mary Grubb:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading guides.
It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is definitely Black-
Jewish Relations on Trial: Leo Frank and Jim Conley in the New South.

Alan Durham:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Black-Jewish Relations on Trial: Leo Frank and Jim Conley
in the New South why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not



disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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