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In this innovative exploration of the concept of formality, or governing by abstraction, Arthur Stinchcombe
breathes new life into an idea that scholars have all but ignored in recent years.

We have come to assume that governing our social activities by advance planning—by creating abstract
descriptions of what ought to happen and adjusting these descriptions as situations change—is not as
efficient and responsive as dealing directly with the real substance of the situation at hand. Stinchcombe
argues the opposite. When a plan is designed to correct itself and keep up with the reality it is meant to
govern, it can be remarkably successful. He points out a wide range of examples where this is the case,
including architectural blueprints, immigration law, the construction of common law by appeals courts,
Fannie Mae's secondary mortgage market, and scientific paradigms and programs.

Arguing that formality has been misconceived as consisting mainly of its defects, Stinchcombe shows how
formality, at its best, can serve us much better than ritual obedience to poorly laid plans or a romantic appeal
to "real life."
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hill:

The book When Formality Works: Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking
at a book When Formality Works: Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations for being your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a book When Formality
Works: Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

George Pinard:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great and also important the book When Formality Works: Authority and
Abstraction in Law and Organizations. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Lorene Williamson:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This When Formality Works: Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer associated with When Formality Works: Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations
content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking When Formality Works: Authority
and Abstraction in Law and Organizations is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Benjamin Herrera:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this When Formality
Works: Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations.
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