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The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man (1912/1927) by James Weldon Johnson is the fictional account of
a young biracial man, referred to only as the "Ex-Colored Man", living in post-Reconstruction era America
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. He lives through a variety of experiences, including
witnessing a lynching, that convince him to "pass" as white to secure his safety and advancement, but he
feels as if he has given up his dream of "glorifying" the black race by composing ragtime music.
The Ex-Colored Man’s mother protected him as a child and teenager. Because of the money provided by his
father, she had the means to raise him in an environment more middle-class than many blacks could enjoy at
the time. After the boy's mother dies, he is a poor orphan and subject to harsh conditions.

He adapted very well to life with lower-class blacks, and was able to move easily among the classes of black
society. During this carefree period, he taught music and attended church, where he came in contact with
upper-class blacks. Living in an all black community, he discovers and describes three classes of blacks: the
desperate, domestic service, and the independent workman or professional.
The Ex-Colored Man believed the desperate class consists of poor blacks who loathe the whites. The
domestic worker class work as servants to whites. Artisans and skilled workers, as well as black
professionals, had little interaction with the whites. Many white readers, who viewed all blacks as a
stereotype of a single class, were unfamiliar with class distinctions described among blacks.
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From reader reviews:

Inez Morales:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man: A Fictional
Account of a Young Biracial Man will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence
if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or acceptable book with you?

Nancy Hedrick:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man: A Fictional Account of a Young
Biracial Man as your daily resource information.

Bradley Simpson:

The guide untitled The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man: A Fictional Account of a Young Biracial Man
is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will
be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that
they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Autobiography of an
Ex-Colored Man: A Fictional Account of a Young Biracial Man from the publisher to make you a lot more
enjoy free time.

Gretchen Meehan:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The
Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man: A Fictional Account of a Young Biracial Man will give you a new
experience in reading a book.
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