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As rock critics have noted in the past, Bruce Springsteen's songs exist in a world of their own--they have
their own settings, characters, words, and images. It is a world that even those who know only a handful of
Springsteen's lyrics can instantly recognize, a world of highways and factories, loners and underdogs, hot
rods and patrol cars. And it is a world that stretches far beyond the New Jersey state line. Indeed,
Springsteen's attention to the ideals and struggles of ordinary Americans has significantly influenced
American popular culture and public debate. As a rock-and-roll troubadour, "the Boss" speaks not only for
his many fans but to them, and often with a directness or sincerity that no other performer can match.

But what can be said of the fans themselves? Why and how do they relate to Springsteen's words and music?
Based on three years of ethnographic research amid Springsteen's fans, and informed by the author's own
experiences and impressions as a fan, Daniel Cavicchi's Tramps Like Us is an interdisciplinary study of the
ways in which ordinary people form special, sustained attachments to a particular singer/songwriter and his
songs, and of how these attachments function in people's lives. An "insider's narrative" about Springsteen
fans--who they are, what they do, and why they do it--this book also investigates the phenomenon of fandom
in general. The text oscillates between fans' stories and ideas and Cavicchi's own anecdotes, commentary,
and analysis. It challenges the stereotypes of fans as obsessive, delusional, and even mentally ill, and
explores fandom as a normal socio-cultural activity. Ultimately, this book argues that music fandom is a
useful and meaningful behavior that enables us to shape identities, create communities, and make sense of
the world--both Bruce's and our own.
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From reader reviews:

Alison Caulfield:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is
this Tramps Like Us: Music and Meaning among Springsteen Fans.

Donald Lester:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Tramps Like Us: Music and Meaning among Springsteen
Fans why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint
an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jason Savage:

The book untitled Tramps Like Us: Music and Meaning among Springsteen Fans contain a lot of information
on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author.
The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

William Rockwood:

You may spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Tramps Like Us: Music and Meaning
among Springsteen Fans is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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