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The Book of Monologues includes five hundred selections in chronological sequence from the Greeks to the
Twentieth Century. A considerable miscellany of passages from Western drama’s repertory – some widely
known, some almost unknown - embrace monologues of extraordinary emotional depth: Io in Aeschylus’
Prometheus Bound, the Hamlet-Gertrude Closet Scene, Racine’s Phaedra, Hecuba in Euripides’ The Trojan
Women; passages exploring complex, scrupulously-studied characters: Euripides’ Medea, Musset’s
Lorenzacchio, Buchner’s Dan-ton’s Death, Atreus in Seneca’s Thyestes; passages of passionate intellec-tual
rumination, Corneille’s Emperor Augustus in Cinna, Calderon’s Segismund in Life Is a Dream, Don Juan in
Shaw’s Man and Superman. There are also many selections on holiday from tragedy and the porten-tous.
Some outstanding ones: the brilliantly witty Oscar Wilde’s comic strategem which he puts into the mouth of
a Duchess of Berwick in Lady Windermere’s Fan, or the supremely civilized characters Millamant and
Mirabel in Congreve’s The Way of the World negotiating their civilized marriage contract, or the Second
Century BC bourgeoise sophisticate Metro in Alexandria, Egypt, negotiating for a new dildo, or on a lower
rung, the Frenchified Lord Foppington in Vanbrugh’s The Relapse enumerating the joys of his empty days,
or the commedia dell’arte zanni Arlecchino remembering his Trip to the Moon, and his attempt at suicide by
tickling himself to death, or the civic-minded Aristophanes, whose Trigaeus, in Peace, begs his mounted
beetle on their trip to Heaven not to shit on the Athenian world below. The Headnotes preceding each
monologue, in addition to clarify-ing, when necessary, its internal logic or its place in its play’s plot, also
take into account shifting beliefs in the psychology or religion or philos-ophy that change the meaning of
human motives and human acts from period to period. Since plays are in perpetual conversation with their
own time’s dogmas and structures of belief, they can’t help but become lynx-eyed observers and critics of
their moment. And so, to follow the full intent of dramatic texts, it’s worth noting that in their perpetual
annotations of the dogmas and the counter-dogmas of their moment, over and above their particular “story-
points” and their own thematic wisdom, they harbor an additional intention - of either corroborating
contentedly, or snickering behind-handedly, or desecrating murderously those very dogmas or counter-
dogmas with which they live. To ferret out those postures is to grasp a play’s or a passage’s overriding
reason for being written at all. Comprehending them is to comprehend - over and above their stipulated
“meanings” - both the ethic and the animus of its author. They’re the dormant sources of a play’s or a
passage’s essential power.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Moss:

The book The Book of 500 Monologues: Volume I: Greek to Spanish 16th & 17th Century (Volume 1) make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book The Book of 500 Monologues: Volume I: Greek to Spanish 16th & 17th Century
(Volume 1) for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a guide
The Book of 500 Monologues: Volume I: Greek to Spanish 16th & 17th Century (Volume 1). Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Eric Freeman:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this The Book
of 500 Monologues: Volume I: Greek to Spanish 16th & 17th Century (Volume 1).

Thomas Schwan:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top list in your reading list is definitely The Book of 500 Monologues: Volume I: Greek to Spanish
16th & 17th Century (Volume 1). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many
advantages.

Larry Huff:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book The Book of 500 Monologues: Volume I: Greek to Spanish 16th & 17th Century
(Volume 1) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative



person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life with this book The Book of 500 Monologues: Volume I: Greek to Spanish 16th & 17th
Century (Volume 1). You can more attractive than now.
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