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In the first full biography of actor Sidney Poitier, Aram Goudsouzian analyzes the life and career of a
Hollywood legend, from his childhood in the Bahamas to his 2002 Oscar for lifetime achievement. Poitier is
a gifted actor, a great American success story, an intriguing personality, and a political symbol; his life and
career illuminate America's racial history.

In such films as Lilies of the Field, In the Heat of the Night, and Guess Who's Coming to Dinner, Poitier's
middle-class, mannered, virtuous screen persona contradicted prevailing film stereotypes of blacks as half-
wits, comic servants, or oversexed threats. His screen image and public support of nonviolent integration
assuaged the fears of a broad political center, and by 1968, Poitier was voted America's favorite movie star.

Through careful readings of every Poitier film, Goudsouzian shows that Poitier's characters often made
sacrifices for the good of whites and rarely displayed sexuality. As the only black leading man during the
civil rights era, Poitier chose roles and public positions that negotiated the struggle for dignity. By 1970,
times had changed and Poitier was the target of a backlash from film critics and black radicals, as the new
heroes of "blaxploitation" movies reversed the Poitier model.

In the 1970s, Poitier shifted his considerable talents toward directing, starring in, and producing popular
movies that employed many African Americans, both on and off screen. After a long hiatus, he returned to
starring roles in the late 1980s. More recently, the film industry has reappraised his career, and Poitier has
received numerous honors recognizing his multi-faceted work for black equality in Hollywood. As this
biography affirms, Poitier remains one of American popular culture's foremost symbols of the possibilities
for and limits of racial equality.
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From reader reviews:

Desiree Thorne:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon book is readable by simply you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor,
Icon content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Sidney Poitier: Man,
Actor, Icon is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Joseph Ortiz:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon why because the
amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.

Theodore Huff:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon was filled concerning science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when
they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Jerry Bell:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon
to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about
book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that
the book Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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