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When former heavyweight champion Jim Jeffries came out of retirement on the fourth of July, 1910 to fight
current black heavywight champion Jack Johnson in Reno, Nevada, he boasted that he was doing it "for the
sole purpose of proving that a white man is better than a negro." Jeffries, though, was trounced. Whites
everywhere rioted. The furor, Gail Bederman demonstrates, was part of two fundamental and volatile
national obsessions: manhood and racial dominance.

In turn-of-the-century America, cultural ideals of manhood changed profoundly, as Victorian notions of self-
restrained, moral manliness were challenged by ideals of an aggressive, overtly sexualized masculinity.
Bederman traces this shift in values and shows how it brought together two seemingly contradictory ideals:
the unfettered virility of racially "primitive" men and the refined superiority of "civilized" white men.
Focusing on the lives and works of four very different Americans—Theodore Roosevelt, educator G. Stanley
Hall, Ida B. Wells, and Charlotte Perkins Gilman—she illuminates the ideological, cultural, and social
interests these ideals came to serve.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Watkins:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Manliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in
the United States, 1880-1917 (Women in Culture and Society). Try to face the book Manliness and
Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the United States, 1880-1917 (Women in Culture and
Society) as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Michele Anderson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for all of us. The book Manliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender
and Race in the United States, 1880-1917 (Women in Culture and Society) had been making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
publication Manliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the United States, 1880-
1917 (Women in Culture and Society) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with the book Manliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the United
States, 1880-1917 (Women in Culture and Society). You never sense lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Rosa Johnson:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Manliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the United
States, 1880-1917 (Women in Culture and Society) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Manliness and Civilization:
A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the United States, 1880-1917 (Women in Culture and Society)
content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Manliness and
Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the United States, 1880-1917 (Women in Culture and
Society) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?



Danny Floyd:

Often the book Manliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the United States,
1880-1917 (Women in Culture and Society) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
perusing this book.
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