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In this provocative reinterpretation of one of the best-known events in American history, Woody Holton
shows that when Thomas Jefferson, George Washington, and other elite Virginians joined their peers from
other colonies in declaring independence from Britain, they acted partly in response to grassroots rebellions
against their own rule.

The Virginia gentry's efforts to shape London's imperial policy were thwarted by British merchants and by a
coalition of Indian nations. In 1774, elite Virginians suspended trade with Britain in order to pressure
Parliament and, at the same time, to save restive Virginia debtors from a terrible recession. The boycott and
the growing imperial conflict led to rebellions by enslaved Virginians, Indians, and tobacco farmers. By the
spring of 1776 the gentry believed the only way to regain control of the common people was to take Virginia
out of the British Empire.

Forced Founders uses the new social history to shed light on a classic political question: why did the owners
of vast plantations, viewed by many of their contemporaries as aristocrats, start a revolution? As Holton's
fast-paced narrative unfolds, the old story of patriot versus loyalist becomes decidedly more complex.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Hayes:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Forced Founders: Indians,
Debtors, Slaves, and the Making of the American Revolution in Virginia (Published for the Omohundro
Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) book as beginner and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Johnny Harper:

The book Forced Founders: Indians, Debtors, Slaves, and the Making of the American Revolution in
Virginia (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book
was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind
of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Jeffrey Diaz:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Forced Founders: Indians, Debtors,
Slaves, and the Making of the American Revolution in Virginia (Published for the Omohundro Institute of
Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) is simple bringing you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book
in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Alexandra Robbins:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Forced Founders: Indians, Debtors, Slaves, and the Making of the American Revolution in Virginia
(Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia).
You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make
you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location
to other place.
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