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The world’s fair of 1915 celebrated both the completion of the Panama Canal and the rebuilding of San
Francisco following the devastating 1906 earthquake and fire. The exposition spotlighted the canal and the
city as gateways to the Pacific, where the American empire could now expand after its victory in the
Spanish-American War. Empire on Display is the first book to examine the Panama-Pacific International
Exposition through the lenses of art history and cultural studies, focusing on the event’s expansionist and
masculinist symbolism.

The exposition displayed evidence—visual, spatial, geographic, cartographic, and ideological—of America’s
imperial ambitions and accomplishments. Representations of the Panama Canal play a central role in
Moore’s argument, much as they did at the fair itself. Embodying a manly empire of global dimensions, the
canal was depicted in statues and a gigantic working replica, as well as on commemorative stamps, maps,
murals, postcards, medals, and advertisements. Just as San Francisco’s rebuilding symbolized America’s will
to overcome the forces of nature, the Panama Canal represented the triumph of U.S. technology and sheer
determination to realize the centuries-old dream of opening a passage between the seas.

Extensively illustrated, Moore’s book vividly recalls many other features of the fair, including a seventy-
five-foot-tall Uncle Sam. American railroads, in their heyday in 1915, contributed a five-acre scale model of
Yellowstone, complete with miniature geysers that erupted at regular intervals. A mini–Grand Canyon
featured a village where some twenty Pueblo Indians lived throughout the fair.

Moore interprets these visual and cultural artifacts as layered narratives of progress, civilization, social
Darwinism, and manliness. Much as the globe had ostensibly shrunk with the completion of the Panama
Canal, the Panama-Pacific International Exposition compressed the world and represented it in miniature to
celebrate a reinvigorated, imperial, masculine, and technologically advanced nation. As San Francisco bids
to host another world’s fair, in 2020, Moore’s rich analytic approach gives readers much to ponder about
symbolism, American identity, and contemporary parallels to the past.
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From reader reviews:

Erma Carver:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Empire on Display: San Francisco's Panama-Pacific
International Exposition of 1915. Try to face the book Empire on Display: San Francisco's Panama-Pacific
International Exposition of 1915 as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel
alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Vincent Ashworth:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Empire on Display: San Francisco's Panama-Pacific
International Exposition of 1915. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important the book Empire on Display: San Francisco's Panama-Pacific International
Exposition of 1915. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
we could open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Janet Warren:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Empire on Display: San Francisco's
Panama-Pacific International Exposition of 1915 publication written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
uncertainty Empire on Display: San Francisco's Panama-Pacific International Exposition of 1915 as good
book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book
by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Thomas Hill:

The book untitled Empire on Display: San Francisco's Panama-Pacific International Exposition of 1915
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very
clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the



book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site
and also order it. Have a nice read.
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