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David Wallace argues that any understanding of writing studies must include the conception of discourse as
an embodied force with real consequences for real people. Informed in important ways by queer theory,
Wallace calls to account users of dominant discourses and at the same time articulates a theory base from
which to interpret "alternative rhetoric."

To examine the practice of writing from varied margins of society, Compelled to Write offers careful
readings of four exemplar American writers, each of whom felt compelled within their own time and place to
write in response to systemic injustices in American society.

Sarah Grimké, a privileged white woman advocating for abolition, is forced to defend her right to speak as a
woman; Frederick Douglass begins his public career almost as a curiosity (the articulate ex-slave) and ends it
as one of the most important rhetors in American history; Gloria Anzaldúa writes not only in multiple
languages and dialects but from marginalized positions related to gender, race, class, sexual identity, and
physical abled-ness; David Sedaris uses his privileged position as a middle-class white male humorist to
speak unabashedly of his sexuality, his addictions, and obsessive-compulsive personality disorder.

Through these writers, Wallace explores a range of strategies that comprise alternative rhetorical practice,
and demonstrates how such practice is inflected by social constraints on rhetorical agency and by how
writers employ alternative discourses to resist those constraints. Grounding and personalizing Compelled to
Write with rich material from his own teaching and his own experience, Wallace considers a number of
implications for teachers of writing.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Siegel:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Compelled to Write: Alternative Rhetoric in Theory
and Practice. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book Compelled to Write: Alternative Rhetoric in Theory and Practice. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Breanne Gardner:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book Compelled to Write: Alternative Rhetoric in Theory and
Practice ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Compelled to Write: Alternative Rhetoric in
Theory and Practice is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when
you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship while using book Compelled to Write: Alternative Rhetoric in Theory and Practice. You never
truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Debra Heffner:

The particular book Compelled to Write: Alternative Rhetoric in Theory and Practice will bring someone to
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Compelled to Write: Alternative Rhetoric in
Theory and Practice is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

John Bonilla:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Compelled to Write: Alternative Rhetoric
in Theory and Practice can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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