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This is the story of Margarida de Portu, a fourteenth-century French medieval woman accused of poisoning
her husband to death. As Bednarski points out, the story is important not so much for what it tells us about
Margarida but for how it illuminates a past world. Through the depositions and accusations made in court,
the reader learns much about medieval women, female agency, kin networks, solidarity, sex, sickness,
medicine, and law.

Unlike most histories, this book does not remove the author from the analysis. Rather, it lays bare the
working methods of the historian. Throughout his tale, Bednarski skillfully weaves a second narrative about
how historians "do" history, highlighting the rewards and pitfalls of working with primary sources.

The book opens with a chapter on microhistory as a genre and explains its strengths, weaknesses, and
inherent risks. Next is a narrative of Margarida's criminal trial, followed by chapters on the civil suits and
appeal and Margarida's eventual fate. The book features a rough copy of a court notary, a notorial act, and a
sample of a criminal inquest record in the original Latin. A timeline of Margarida's life, list of characters,
and two family trees provide useful information on key people in the story. A map of late medieval
Manosque is also provided.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Payne:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the book untitled A Poisoned Past: The Life and Times of Margarida de Portu, a Fourteenth-
Century Accused Poisoner (Thinking Historically) can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity
to you.

Judy Young:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love A Poisoned Past:
The Life and Times of Margarida de Portu, a Fourteenth-Century Accused Poisoner (Thinking Historically),
you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Lori Roth:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this A Poisoned Past: The Life and Times of
Margarida de Portu, a Fourteenth-Century Accused Poisoner (Thinking Historically) publication written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read
the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still uncertainty A Poisoned Past: The Life and Times of Margarida de Portu,
a Fourteenth-Century Accused Poisoner (Thinking Historically) as good book not merely by the cover but
also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Raquel Black:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get
a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book A Poisoned Past: The Life and Times of
Margarida de Portu, a Fourteenth-Century Accused Poisoner (Thinking Historically) to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading.
Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and



studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the e-
book A Poisoned Past: The Life and Times of Margarida de Portu, a Fourteenth-Century Accused Poisoner
(Thinking Historically) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of this time.
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