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Light is the condition of all vision, and the visual media are our most important explorations of this
condition. The history of visual technologies reveals a centuries-long project aimed at controlling light. In
this book, Sean Cubitt traces a genealogy of the dominant visual media of the twenty-first century -- digital
video, film, and photography -- through a history of materials and practices that begins with the inventions of
intaglio printing and oil painting. Attending to the specificities of inks and pigments, cathode ray tubes, color
film, lenses, screens, and chips, Cubitt argues that we have moved from a hierarchical visual culture focused
on semantic values to a more democratic but value-free numerical commodity.

Cubitt begins with the invisibility of black, then builds from line to surface to volume and space. He
describes Rembrandt's attempts to achieve pure black by tricking the viewer and the rise of geometry as a
governing principle in visual technology, seen in Dürer, Hogarth, and Disney, among others. He finds the
origins of central features of digital imaging in nineteenth-century printmaking; examines the clash between
the physics and psychology of color; explores the representation of space in shadows, layers, and projection;
discusses modes of temporal order in still photography, cinema, television, and digital video; and considers
the implications of a political aesthetics of visual technology.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Crawford:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Practice of Light: A Genealogy of
Visual Technologies from Prints to Pixels (Leonardo Book Series) book because this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Patricia Carter:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is The Practice of Light: A Genealogy of Visual Technologies from Prints to
Pixels (Leonardo Book Series) this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now.
This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is
why this book ideal all of you.

Curt Hall:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Practice of Light: A
Genealogy of Visual Technologies from Prints to Pixels (Leonardo Book Series) which is having the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Josefina Smith:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually The Practice of Light: A Genealogy of Visual
Technologies from Prints to Pixels (Leonardo Book Series). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get
many advantages.
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