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Afghanistan has been at the crossroads of many cultures and civilizations, occupying a unique place in the
cultural geography of Central Asia. Invading tribes and armies passed through ancient Afghanistan and left
their imprint on the culture, customs, and way of life there. In recent history, Afghanistan has been the focus
of international attention since the Soviet invasion and occupation of 1979-1989, the brutal civil war that
ensued, and the subsequent U.S. invasion to topple the Taliban regime. As the country struggles to stabilize
and rebuild, this volume is the first to reveal the people and ways of life that have been in flux for so long.

Emadi brings an insider's knowledge and authority to the accessible narrative. Students and general readers
will find a clear explanation of the land, people, economy, social stratification, and history as context for the
chapters that follow. In the chapter on Religion and Religious Thought, the predominant Islamic religion is
largely intertwined with political events that have brought Afghanistan such attention. The lesser-known
literature and the arts are brought to light next. A strong Architecture, Housing, and Settlements chapter
highlights many styles unfamiliar to most Westerners. Coverage of Afghan cooking and cuisine brings a
more intimate understanding of the culture. The chapter on Family, Women, and Gender will draw readers in
with its survey of how the family works, what is expected of women, and what courtship, marriage,
childrearing, and education are like today. A standout of the Festivals and Leisure Activities chapter is the
vivid rendering of the sport called Buzkashi, where men on horseback vie to move an animal carcass across a
field to a goal. A final chapter on Lifestyles, Media, and Education describes the urban vs. rural lifestyles,
the state of communications, and the prospects for schooling post Taliban. A country map, glossary, resource
guide, and photos complement the text.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Savage:

Typically the book Culture and Customs of Afghanistan (Cultures and Customs of the World) has a lot
associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by
the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Brandon Jenkins:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Culture and Customs of
Afghanistan (Cultures and Customs of the World) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Culture and Customs of
Afghanistan (Cultures and Customs of the World) become your current starter.

Jeffrey Messina:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Culture and Customs
of Afghanistan (Cultures and Customs of the World) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.

Lester Baker:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it.
It is named of book Culture and Customs of Afghanistan (Cultures and Customs of the World). You can
include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.
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